[Effect of epirubicin on the heart conduction system in patients with Hodgkin's disease].
24 patients (12 women and 12 men) aged 17 to 70 years with Hodgkin's disease in the clinical stages IIA-IVB were treated according to the polychemotherapeutic schemes containing epirubicin (epiDX). Using the 24-hour ambulatory ECC on the day before and the day of drug application as well as after completion of the therapy, heart rate, arrhythmias and conduction abnormalities were estimated. There was statistically insignificant decrease in heart rate (mean, minimal and maximal) on the day of epiDX administration and after therapy completion. Arrhythmias in form of supraventricular and ventricular extrasystoles including bigeminy and couplets of VES in one patient and two episodes of atrial tachycardia in another one on the day of drug injection were noticed. In 2 young women occurred interruption of sinus rhythm lasting longer than 3 sec., due to sinus arrest in one and due to 2:1 sinus exit block in the second one. The above mentioned disturbances were in majority of patients not associated with clinical symptoms. The authors conclude that the reduction in heart rate and SVES formation might be in the majority of patients neurogenic but in some of them as well as VES generation result from epiDX action.